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  DATE: April 1, 2015 
 
TO: Honorable Mike Green, Chair 

Senate Agriculture Appropriations Subcommittee 
 

Honorable Nancy Jenkins, Chair 
House Agriculture Appropriations Subcommittee 

 
FROM: Matt Blakely, Legislative Liaison 

 
SUBJECT:  Legislative Boilerplate Report on Food-borne Outbreaks and 

Emergencies 
 
 
 
 
Pursuant to Sections 402 of Public Act 252 of 2014, attached are the required 
reports for the Department of Agriculture and Rural Development’s significant 
food-borne outbreaks and emergencies. 

 

 
Please contact me at (517) 284-5720 or Maria Tyszkiewicz, Budget Officer, at 
(517) 284-5722 if you have any questions or would like any additional 
information. 
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   Reprentative Jon Hoadley 
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Jacques McNeely, State Budget Office  
Jenny Harrison, State Budget Office 
Jamie Clover Adams, Director, MDARD 
Gordon Wenk, Deputy Director MDARD 
Maria Tyszkiewicz, MDARD Budget 
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Foodborne Illness and  

Emergency Response 
 

Fiscal Year 2014 

(October 1, 2013 – September 30, 2014) 

 

A Summary for the House and Senate Appropriations Subcommittees 

on Agriculture and the House and Senate Fiscal Agencies 
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P.A. 252 of 2014 
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Overview of Foodborne Illness Outbreak Results and Enforcement Actions 

 

Under Michigan’s Public Health Code, PA 368 of 1978 (MCL 333.2433), LHDs are required to investigate the causes of 
disease. The Michigan Food Law of 2000, sec. 3129(2), requires LHDs to notify MDARD of foodborne illness outbreaks 
they are conducting. MDARD uses foodborne illness data to: 
 

  • Investigate emerging threats; 

  • Identify trends; 

  • Adjust risk‐based controls to prevent future illnesses, and, 

  • Ensure accurate reports are reflected at the state and national level. 

Foodborne Illnesses 

 

 Total # of incidents reported to MDARD ........................................................... 116  (1,236 illnesses) 

 

  Total # of incidents identified as confirmed or probable  

  foodborne illness outbreaks ................................................................................ 30  (768 illnesses) 

 

  Median number of illnesses reported per confirmed  

  or probable foodborne outbreak ........................................................................... 5 

Leading causative agents of foodborne outbreaks reported to MDARD in 2013 were: 

  Norovirus................................................................................................................ 3 

  Salmonella species ................................................................................................. 4 

  E. coli O157 ............................................................................................................ 1 

  E. coli O26 .............................................................................................................. 1 

  Bacillus cereus ........................................................................................................ 1 

  Vibrio parahaemolyticus ........................................................................................ 1 

 

Of the incidents reported to MDARD, 16 percent identified a causative agent. 
 

Recalls 

 

 Number of food recalls ...................................................................................... 124 

  Number of recall audit checks ............................................................................. 41 

  Recall text/email alert subscribers ................................................................. 6,863 
 

Enforcement (Food, Food Service and Dairy programs) 

 
 

Enforcement Letters (including warning, label and other enforcement letters) ......................................... 4 

Informal Hearings/Compliance Reviews ..................................................................................................... 14 

Administrative Fines .......................................................................................................................... $41,530 

Prosecutions .................................................................................................................................................. 0 

Seizures ...................................................................................................................................739/235,619 lb 

Dollar Amount of Seized Product .................................................................................................. $3,151,014 

Re‐inspections/Fees ............................................................................................................................. $9,198 
 

Administrative Action (office conference, informal hearing,  

formal hearing, civil fine, order) ............................................................................................................... 795 

Court Action (civil, criminal) ...................................................................................................................... 446 

 

Total Permit Suspensions (Dairy) ................................................................................................................ 79 

Total Pounds of Suspected Contaminated Milk Disposal (Dairy) ............................................... 1,409,089 lb 
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